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the deficit to half what it was when I took
office as a percentage of our income. That’s
been done, and it’s nearly, in real dollar num-
bers, half of what it was. Now, we’ve had
a lot of success with our reinventing Govern-
ment program. We know—I know a lot more
about how the Federal Government and the
budget works than I did the day I showed
up here. I believe we can take it into balance.
But we’ve got to do it in a way that permits
us to invest in education, invest in tech-
nology, and do right by people that have a
right to rely on things like Medicare and
Medicaid.

Q. Mr. President, you know that eventu-
ally you’ll have to work out this budget dis-
pute with Congress, assuming that they can’t
override your veto. Instead of going through
the veto scenario and tip-toeing right up to
default, why don’t you just invite the Repub-
lican leaders over here and work it out ahead
of all of that?

The President. Well, let me say again,
when I proposed this budget, before they
even voted for their budget resolution, I had
my hand outstretched. My hand has been
outstretched ever since, in all kinds of public
and private ways. And I believe—frankly, let
me say, that I believe the same is the case
of the vast majority of the Democrats in the
Congress. I believe we’d like to have a huge
bipartisan vote for the right sort of balanced
budget.

But at every turn, what have I been told?
‘‘We’ll be glad to talk to you, but we’re not
changing anything. If you don’t change our
deficit, we just won’t pay the debts of the
United States. We’ll abandon a 200-year his-
tory of honoring our obligations to pay our
debts.’’

So that really is not a question that should
properly be directed to me. The Congress
has to finish its business, and they will make
a decision. They know exactly where I stand.
They know what my principles are. And now
the American people know that the philoso-
phy that I have, the ideas that I have, the
values that are in my budget also turn out
to be very good for the economy and good
for reducing the deficit.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 105th news conference
began at 4:15 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the
White House.

Statement on the AFL–CIO Election
October 25, 1995

There were plenty of winners in today’s
AFL–CIO election. The working men and
women of the labor movement benefit the
most. If every American got to choose in
every election between candidates such as
these, this country would be a better place.

I offer my hearty congratulations to John
Sweeney, who has led one of the most pro-
gressive, growing, and innovative unions in
America. He has been a force for inclusion
and activism and has already left a deep and
positive imprint on the labor movement.

The outgoing president, Tom Donahue,
has been a source of strength and leadership
in the labor movement for decades. Working
men and women are fortunate for his many
years of service, his integrity, and his dedica-
tion.

The theme of AFL–CIO convention was
‘‘Stand Up for America’s Working Families.’’
My administration stands with John and the
other newly elected officers as we work to-
gether in the months and years ahead on is-
sues important to America’s working families.

Remarks at a United Jewish Appeal
Reception
October 25, 1995

Thank you very much, Stan Chesley.
Thank you for your friendship and for your
leadership. Mr. Secretary, thank you for what
you have done, along with Dennis Ross and
so many others here to hasten the day of
peace in the Middle East. Senator Lauten-
berg, distinguished foreign guests, my fellow
Americans; and most of all, to Prime Minister
and Mrs. Rabin, and all the friends who are
here from Israel, we’re delighted to have you
back.

It is a great honor for me to receive this
award, an honor amplified by its association
with the United Jewish Appeal, and with all
of you who contribute so much to the UJA
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and its mission. But it’s a special honor to
receive it from the Prime Minister.

As the journey toward Middle East peace
advances, the courageous leadership and vi-
sion of the Prime Minister will become more
clear to all the world, and they will serve not
only the people of Israel, but all people in
our generation and those who will inherit the
Earth.

This is a time of remarkable progress for
peace. You heard the Secretary talk about
what we hope and pray will happen when
the parties to the war in Bosnia meet in the
next few days. We have seen a remarkable
transformation in South Africa. In Northern
Ireland they have laid down their arms, and
we are working and hoping and praying for
peace there. But nowhere has the progress
been more dramatic, and nowhere has it
moved more people than in the Middle East.

We have tried to be a full and reliable part-
ner. I am proud of the agreements that we
have worked hard to bring about. I am proud
of the handshakes that sealed them, hand-
shakes I never thought I would live to see.
I’m not sure he did either. [Laughter] I am
proud of our efforts to secure the economic
underpinnings of the peace. We will continue
to stand with the peacemakers. But let’s be
clear on one thing here: The real credit be-
longs to them. Could we have made peace
in the Middle East had Israel not had a Prime
Minister like the one who stands before us?
He and the members of his government, but
most of all, the Prime Minister, a man willing
to risk his own political fortunes, a man who
for decades had risked his own life to secure
the life and the future of Israel. Could we
have made it, had it not been for King Hus-
sein, and had Chairman Arafat not deter-
mined that he would take a different course;
if President Mubarak had not been support-
ive?

Could we have made it if people who have
already reached their mature years had not
looked into the eyes of the young people of
the Middle East, like the Israeli and Arab
children, who participated in the Seeds of
Peace program? Can we make it stick with-
out the Jewish and Arab-American business
leaders, who have pledged their personal ef-
forts to bring the rewards of peace to all the

people of the Middle East, without others
in the region who are now supporting it?

These are the people to whom the credit
goes. It is the responsibility of the United
States, at this moment in history, to do what
we, and only we can do to try to be a force
for freedom, for prosperity, and for peace.

Each of us still has work to do, as I’m sure
you all know. It takes many backs to bear
the burden of peace and the awful burden
of change, many hearts to conquer hatred
with humanity, many hands to build a sturdy
house within which all can live on honorable
terms. No one can sit on the sidelines. This
work is not done.

The United States will remain a force for
peace. We will continue to support those who
take risks for peace, and yes, we will continue
to do everything we can to minimize those
risks. We will continue also, and we will in-
tensify our efforts, to fight the forces of terror
who would turn back the march of history.
And we will continue to defend human rights
and human dignity for all the people on this
planet.

The road ahead will not be easy, and it
will not be even. But we must remain stead-
fast, remembering with Isaiah that those who
do the Lord’s work will have their strength
renewed. I believe they will mount up with
wings as eagles; they will run and not grow
weary; they will walk and not faint.

The United Jewish Appeal and all the com-
mitted donors who gather tonight give life
to Isaiah’s admonition. And in the United
States and Israel and throughout the world,
you renew our strength. In more than 50
countries you bring hope and relief to the
needy. I thank you for everything you do,
for the hot meals for the homebound, the
wheelchairs for the disabled, the shelter for
the refugees, the comfort to the victims of
Alzheimer’s and AIDS, protecting the weak-
est among us, the newborn, the aged, the
frail. To those who have lost their jobs, their
homes, their way, or their strength, you have
been their strength and a second chance.

I think it’s fair to say that all of us who
believe that we are loved and cared for by
one God, no matter how imperfect we are,
know that our God is a God of second
chances. That is what the movement for
peace in the Middle East is all about.
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I thank you for reminding all of us of that
and of our obligations to each other in one
community. I thank you for what you’ve done
to strengthen families and improve edu-
cation, to honor traditions and celebrate cul-
ture, to embody the values that make this
country a great nation.

I thank you for this award. But let me say,
more important than anything else, I look
forward to our continued partnership as we
struggle on behalf of peace and dignity and
humanity. I leave here honored and doubly
burdened by the instruction of the prophet,
Isaiah: ‘‘Cease to do evil; learn to do well.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord.’’ With God’s
will, that is exactly what we will do together.

Thank you.
I could tell you an interesting little aside

here, when we were about to come out to-
night, the Prime Minister insisted that I
stand on his right, even though he’s in the
United States, in the American State Depart-
ment, I am his host, protocol dictates that
he stand on my right. I told him that. [Laugh-
ter] He said, tonight we reverse the order.
[Laughter] Then I looked at all of you, and
I looked back at him, and I said, ‘‘Well, it’s
appropriate; after all, they may be more your
crowd than mine.’’ [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. in the
Benjamin Franklin Room at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Stanley M.
Chesley, cochairman, International Leadership
Reunion; Dennis B. Ross, Special Middle East
Coordinator; Secretary of State Warren Chris-
topher; King Hussein of Jordan; Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestine Liberation Organization;
and President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt.

Remarks at the Harry S Truman
Library Institute Legacy of
Leadership Dinner
October 25, 1995

Thank you very much, Clifton, for that
very fine introduction, and I hope that what
you said is true about both of us. President
Ford, President Carter, thank you for your
service to our Nation and for what you said,
and for the work you have done to continue
America’s mission since you have left office;

the work you have done in supporting our
common efforts in expanding trade, and for
that very unusual trip President Carter took
to Haiti not very long ago, which has now
given them one year of freedom and democ-
racy. Thank you, sir, for that.

Vice President Gore; General and Mrs.
Dawson; my good friend, Lindy Boggs; Mr.
and Mrs. Hackman; Senator and Mrs. Nunn;
Governor and Mrs. Carlin; Mr. Symington;
David and Rosalee McCullough; Congress-
woman McCarthy; the other Members of
Congress who are here: I always love to be
at events honoring Harry Truman because
I come from a family that was for him when
he was alive. [Laughter]

I loved hearing the story about the—that
President Ford told about the tour President
Truman gave of the White House. You know,
President Truman oversaw the last great ren-
ovation of the White House, although many
fine things have been done within the house
by subsequent Presidents and their wives.
And he gave us the Truman Balcony, and
fated almost as much heat for that as he did
some of the more famous things he did.
Every first family since then has thanked
their lucky stars for Harry Truman’s persist-
ence in hanging on to the Truman Balcony.

It was my great honor, along with the First
Lady, who had the privilege of hosting many
of you at the White House today, to have
Mr. Daniel’s parents come to dinner. Mar-
garet Truman Daniel was uncommonly kind
to my wife and to my daughter during the
course of the ’92 campaign and on occasion
thereafter. And we wanted to have them for
dinner. And as we were having dinner in the
family dining room upstairs, which used to
be the room in which Margaret Truman had
her piano and did her practicing—it was her
room—and President and Mrs. Kennedy
converted it into the family dining room, and
for the first time in 160 years, the First Fam-
ily no longer had to go downstairs to dinner
at night. And I thought this was quite a great
thing, you know, and so I thought we should
have dinner in this room with the beautiful
revolutionary wallpaper that Mrs. Kennedy
put up.

And we got sort of into the dinner, we
were having a wonderful conversation; I was
marveling at how much Margaret Truman re-
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